Malignant neoplasms associated with seborrheic keratoses. An analysis of 54 cases.
The association of malignant neoplasms arising contiguous with or adjacent to seborrheic keratoses has been previously documented. In this study a retrospective analysis was performed to further characterize these combined neoplasms. A total of 54 examples of malignant neoplasms in conjunction with seborrheic keratoses were found, of which 43 were basal cell carcinomas, six were Bowen's disease, three were keratoacanthomas, and two were malignant melanomas. The average age of the patients was over 65 years. Men were affected more frequently then women. The posterior thorax was the most common site for malignant neoplasms associated with seborrheic keratoses. The superficial type of basal cell carcinoma was the most common type of basal cell carcinoma found in this association. All subtypes of seborrheic keratosis may be found together with malignant neoplasms. We believe the appellation collision tumor is not valid because it is unknown whether the association of seborrheic keratoses with malignant neoplasms is a random event or whether there is, in fact, a pathogenic relationship in the development of two distinctive neoplasms together. Therefore, the term compound tumor is proposed to designate the finding of two distinctive neoplasms either directly contiguous with each other or immediately adjacent to each other.